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Innovative drive and 
automation solutions for the 
transport and logistics industry
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Drive 360° – Seeing the big picture.  
And ensuring the flow of goods in any direction

Every day, large amounts of goods are moved by the transportation and logistics industry. 

Global goods traffic never sleeps: Processes are interlinked, which is why robust plants are 

required and system availability is a top priority. Time is money: Modularity and standard-

ization in the drive and control technology optimize processes, especially when it comes to 

planning and implementing a logistics solution. 

The key to a tangible competitive edge is an 
innovative and energy-efficient logistics concept. 
From the comprehensive modular system of 
drive elements to the scalable VARIOLUTION® 

packages to individual MAXOLUTION® system 

solutions – SEW-EURODRIVE has the right 
components for it. The company’s focus on 
“energy efficiency” is reflected in products 
specifically developed for this purpose.

As a leading expert for drive technology and 
automation, we call this Drive 360° – Seeing 
the big picture: from system serviceability to 
problem solving competence, from low operating 
costs and energy efficiency all the way to a 
ready-to-use system that sets new standards. 
SEW-EURODRIVE has supported and ensured 

all this by its global presence for 80 years. 
SEW-EURODRIVE is an internationally successful 
family-owned business with more than 14,000 
employees. With 15 production plants and 70 
assembly plants in 45 countries, we keep the 
world moving.

2 Transport and logistics industry



3 Product portfolio for the transport and logistics industry

SEW-EURODRIVE knows the processes in the transport and logistics industry and provides 

individual and reliable automation solutions for any challenge. Following a few examples of 

application solutions from SEW-EURODRIVE for warehouse logistics.

Precise, fast and effi cient: 
Material fl ow made by SEW-EURODRIVE

1

High-bay warehouses have become increas-
ingly larger. This places ever higher demands 
on storage and retrieval systems. Whether for 
small-parts or pallet warehouses, solutions from 
SEW-EURODRIVE let your storage and retrieval 
system save up to 25% energy or have it move 
easily around corners by means of a patented 
function.

Products from SEW-EURODRIVE for your 
application:
–  Gearmotors based on the modular DR motor 

system in effi ciency classes IE1, IE2, and IE3
– Alternatively, servomotors of the CMP series
–  MOVIAXIS® multi-axis servo drives 
– MOVI-PLC® motion controller
–  Confi gurable Control Unit (CCU) with energy-

effi cient SRU application module 
–  MOVITOOLS® MotionStudio engineering 

software

Storage and retrieval 

2

The corner transfer unit is used when the 
flow of goods and materials has to be routed 
around a corner. A high material flow capacity, 
efficiency and a compact design are just a few 
advantages of a corner transfer unit equipped 
with drive technology from SEW-EURODRIVE.

 

Products from SEW-EURODRIVE for your 
application:
–  Gearmotor
–  Decentralized drive technology MOVIFIT® or 

MOVIMOT®

Corner transfer unit 
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Storage and retrieval unit (SRU)

Corner transfer unit

Roller conveyor

Lifting station

Palletizer

Pocket conveyor 

Belt conveyor
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The application options shown here for SEW-EURODRIVE 

products might be simplified or generalized. Whether a product 

is suitable for a specific application or operating condition must 

be checked for each individual case in advance on the basis of 

the currently applicable operating instructions. 
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Conveyor technology has to offer simple func-
tionality to optimize the increasingly complex 
fl ow of material. The modular concept of SEW-
EURODRIVE is setting trends here: Decentralized 
technology reduces the complexity of the system 
and maintenance effort. Only one cable is used 
for energy supply and communication. 

Products from SEW-EURODRIVE for your 
application:
–  Gearmotor
–  MOVIGEAR® mechatronic drive system
–  MOVIFIT® decentralized drive control

The lifting station connects conveyor lines 
on different levels. The drive technology from 
SEW-EURODRIVE enables you to implement very 
powerful hoists. Despite simple concepts, the 
safety of man and machine is always 
guaranteed.

Products from SEW-EURODRIVE for your 
application:
–  Gearmotor
–  Decentralized drive technology MOVIPRO® 

SDC/ADC or MOVIMOT®

   

Roller, chain, and belt conveyors

Lifting station
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Storage and retrieval unit (SRU)

Corner transfer unit

Roller conveyor

Lifting station

Palletizer

Pocket conveyor 

Belt conveyor

The requirements on palletizers can be very 
complex. High throughput with reduced energy 
consumption, longer maintenance intervals and 
low noise are important criteria. Palletizers with 
drive technology from SEW-EURODRIVE meet 
these requirements and contribute to increasing 
reliability and output.

Products from SEW-EURODRIVE for your 
application:
–  Gearmotors based on the modular DR motor 

system in effi ciency classes IE1, IE2 and IE3
–  Alternatively, servomotors of the CMP series
–  MOVIDRIVE® inverters 
–  MOVIAXIS® multi-axis servo inverter 
–  MOVI-PLC® motion controllers 
–  Program module for palletizers
–  MOVITOOLS® MotionStudio engineering 

software

Palletizers 5

Pocket conveyors are indispensable for the flow 
of materials. The entire process flow is ensured 
by the quick infeed of products from conveyor 
lines and the accurate positioning of these 
products. SEW-EURODRIVE has standardized 
the functions of the pocket conveyor, which 
allows for a simple and cost-efficient solution.  

Products from SEW-EURODRIVE for your 
application:
–  Servomotors of the CMP series
–  MOVIAXIS® multi-axis servo inverter
–  MOVI-PLC® motion controllers
–  MOVITOOLS® MotionStudio engineering 

software

Pocket conveyor 6
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VARIOLUTION® packages from SEW-EURODRIVE combine decades of experience and 

expertise regarding the design and the layout of drive solutions. The VARIOLUTION®

packages are focused on your demands. In addition to drive technology, we provide soft-

ware tailored to the application with warranty of proper functioning, optimized order and 

delivery processes as well as user-specific documentation.

Perfect drive solutions in a package – 
VARIOLUTION® packages from SEW-EURODRIVE

Customized solutions

VARIOLUTION® conveyor line
A modular structure and a reduced number of variants is particularly 
important for conveyor lines. This package lets you set up easily individual 
segements or entire conveyor lines. Special emphasis was placed on 
energy-saving concepts when defi ning the package.

VARIOLUTION® corner transfer unit
The VARIOLUTION® package “corner transfer unit” optimally completes the 
VARIOLUTION® package “conveyor line” and lets you implement complex 
conveyor systems. No matter whether your system concept includes corner 
transfer units with eccentric hoist or distribution using a turntable, 
VARIOLUTION® package variants support a great number of system concepts. 
The soft start and cam positioning functions gently guide the transported 
material along the proper track.

VARIOLUTION® vertical conveyor
The VARIOLUTION® package “vertical conveyor” lets your products change 
levels in a smooth manner. The integrated conveyor element as well as the 
integration of upstream and downstream processes make the 
VARIOLUTION® vertical conveyor an autonomous solution. You benefi t in 
two ways: Load is taken off the master controller and travel cycles are 
used effi ciently.

VARIOLUTION® storage and retrieval system
Whether for small-parts or pallet warehouses, the variants of the 
VARIOLUTION® package “storage and retrieval system” meet any require-
ments – to your benefi t. Optimized movement thanks to the intelligent 
software module will save you up to 25% energy. You want to save even 
more energy? Then the energy-effi cient package with power regeneration 
will be the perfect choice!

conveyor systems. No matter whether your system concept includes corner 
transfer units with eccentric hoist or distribution using a turntable, 

 package variants support a great number of system concepts. 
The soft start and cam positioning functions gently guide the transported 

 package “vertical conveyor” lets your products change 
levels in a smooth manner. The integrated conveyor element as well as the 

 vertical conveyor an autonomous solution. You benefi t in 
two ways: Load is taken off the master controller and travel cycles are 

Whether for small-parts or pallet warehouses, the variants of the 
 package “storage and retrieval system” meet any require-

ments – to your benefi t. Optimized movement thanks to the intelligent 
software module will save you up to 25% energy. You want to save even 
more energy? Then the energy-effi cient package with power regeneration 
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MAXOLUTION®: Individual system solutions 
for every movement

MAXOLUTION® system solutions offer you all the modules you need to design customized 

solutions for your systems: from electromechanical drives and controls to communication and 

contactless energy transfer systems. Our specialists use their professional knowledge of the 

beverage industry to create order-specific core teams with employees from development, sales 

and service. In this way, SEW-EURODRIVE provides its customers with the best possible consult-

ing services, from the quotation phase all the way to final inspection by the customer: Compe-

tent and fast, straightforward and comprehensive.

A practical example: 
In the new plant of SEW-EURODRIVE in Suzhou, China, an electrified 
monorail system (EMS) has been used since January 2012 to transport 
gearmotors from the assembly lines to the paint shop. A lifting equipment 
integrated in the electrified monorail vehicle picks up gearmotors weighing 
up to 450 kg from assembly lines installed 4 m lower. The gearmotors are 
transported to the paint shop at a velocity of 60 m/min. The total length of 
the system is 320 m and includes a great number of switches and electri-
fied monorail vehicles.

Apart from the electrified monorail system mechanics and the steel con-
struction, which was supplied by a famous conveyor technology manufac-
turer, the EMS system was implemented throughout with system technology 
from SEW-EURODRIVE. A special feature of the EMS system is the SEW 
slotted microwave guide for shielded WLAN communication. The slotted 
microwave guide is directly integrated in the EMS rail and enables shielded 
communication with a high bandwidth and wide reach. 

This example demonstrates impressively how simple and efficient complex 
materials handling systems can be implemented.

Jürgen Eyermann, SEW Bruchsal

Modular, flexible and 

efficient – Electrified 

monorail system (EMS) 

with system technology 

from SEW-EURODRIVE 
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Going the energy-effi cient way with

Due to increasing energy prices, stricter regulatory framework and a growing environmen-

tal awareness, energy-effi cient drive technology has become an increasingly important 

issue. In order to take into account all the potential ways to save energy, SEW-EURODRIVE 

offers a comprehensive energy-saving concept, effi Drive®, comprising a modular energy 

effi ciency system, energy consulting and energy-effi cient solutions.

 solution with MOVIDRIVE® 
inverter and MOVI-PLC® motion controller
The proven “Intelligent DC link coupling for stor-
age and retrieval units” solution shows how the 
energy consumption of a system can be reduced 
at peak unit capacity and optimum utilization of 
its dynamic properties. 
The travel and hoist axes are energetically 
coupled via the DC link of the MOVIDRIVE® 
inverters. This means the regenerative energy 
released when the hoist moves downwards 
or the travel drive decelerates can be directly 
used by the other axis. The MOVI-PLC® motion 
controller provides energy-optimized control for 
both axes while keeping the maximum number of 
double cycles. 
These optimization measures can reduce the 
overall energy consumption of existing systems 
by up to 25%, at minimal investment costs and 
slightly higher costs for installation.

In a high-bay warehouse, for example, storage 
and retrieval units are used to deposit and 
retrieve all kinds of loads quickly and safely. 
During operation, the storage and retrieval unit 
stores potential energy in the rack. 

It is basically a huge energy storage system.
Technical means make it possible to re-use the 
released, regenerative energy in an effi cient 
manner, i.e. to “recycle” it.
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At SEW-EURODRIVE, the focus is on the customer. This was confirmed once again by the 

“Germany‘s Customer Champion 2009” competition, in which SEW-EURODRIVE received 

awards for “Best B2B company”, “Best large company” and “Best manufacturing com-

pany”. The company ranks second among the 50 German companies with the highest 

overall customer satisfaction in the competition. SEW-EURODRIVE’s goal is to be your 

first choice with a comprehensive range of drive technology products and services.

Benefi t from the services of the global player

DriveBenefi ts offer a variety of practice-oriented 
possibilities to accelerate processes in every 
value creation phase, to simplify these processes, 
and to handle them in a cost-optimized manner. 
Already at the engineering stage, you can use 
the DriveConfi gurator as an ideal selection tool 
for drive components. All deliveries and their 

internal further processing can be controlled 
effi ciently using functional DriveTag® labels. 
Selecting the suitable components and combin-
ing them to form an overall concept will give you 
sustainable benefi ts.
www.sew-eurodrive.com/s_benefi t/

Comprehensive and integrative services that can 
be tailored to the specifi c needs of every phase 
of the product life cycle make the CDS® Complete 
Drive Service from SEW-EURODRIVE the perfect 
solution. From startup to complete maintenance 

management through to retrofi t and moderniza-
tion measures, CDS® offers the perfect solution 
for any requirement. 
www.sew-eurodrive.de/s_service/

The central training facility DriveAcademy® in 
Bruchsal offers a wide range of courses from 
target group oriented, certifi ed product training 

to specifi c working methods and individual 
coaching. 
www.driveacademy.sew-eurodrive.de

DriveBenefi ts – 
customized process solutions for your entire value creation chain 

CDS® – the modular service concept

DriveAcademy® – Training “made by SEW-EURODRIVE”
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SEW-EURODRIVE
Driving the world

Drive Technology \ Drive Automation \ System Integration \ Services

SEW-EURODRIVE is right there for you: 

Argentina 
Phone +54 3327 4572-84 
Fax +54 3327 4572-21 
sewar@sew-eurodrive.com.ar

Australia 
Phone +61 3 9933-1000 
Fax +61 3 9933-1003 
enquires@sew-eurodrive.com.au

Austria  
Phone  +43 1 617 55 00-0 
Fax +43 1 617 55 00-30 
sew@sew-eurodrive.at

Belarus 
Phone +375 17 298 38 50 
Fax +375 17 298 1898 
sales@sew.by

Belgium 
Phone +32 16 386-311 
Fax +32 16 386-336 
info@sew-eurodrive.be

Brazil 
Phone +55 11 2489-9133 
Fax +55 11 2480-3328 
sew@sew.com.br

Canada  
Phone +1 905 791-1553 
Fax +1 905 791-2999 
marketing@sew-eurodrive.ca

Chile  
Phone +56 2 75770-00 
Fax +56 2 75770-01 
ventas@sew-eurodrive.cl

China 
Phone +86 22 25322612 
Fax +86 22 25323273 
info@sew-eurodrive.cn

Colombia 
Phone +57 1 54750-50 
Fax +57 1 54750-44 
sewcol@sew-eurodrive.com.co

Czech Republic 
Phone +420 255709601 
Fax +420 220121237 
sew@sew-eurodrive.cz

Denmark 
Phone +45 43 9585-00 
Fax +45 43 9585-09 
sew@sew-eurodrive.dk

Finland 
Phone +358 201 589-300 
Fax +358 3 7806-211 
sew@sew.fi

France 
Phone +33 3 88 73 67 00 
Fax +33 3 88 73 66 00 
sew@usocome.com

Great Britain 
Phone +44 1924 893-855 
Fax +44 1924 893-702 
info@sew-eurodrive.co.uk

Hong Kong 
Phone +852 36902200 
Fax +852 36902211 
contact@sew-eurodrive.hk

Hungary 
Phone +36 1 437 06-58 
Fax +36 1 437 06-50 
office@sew-eurodrive.hu

India  
Phone +91 265 2831086 
Fax +91 265 2831087 
mdoffice@seweurodriveindia.com

Italy  
Phone +39 02 96 9801 
Fax +39 02 96 799781 
sewit@sew-eurodrive.it

Japan 
Phone +81 538 373811 
Fax +81 538 373814 
sewjapan@sew-eurodrive.co.jp

Kazakhstan 
Phone +7 727 334 1880 
Fax +7 727 334 1881 
sew@sew-eurodrive.kz

Malaysia 
Phone +60 7 3549409 
Fax +60 7 3541404 
sales@sew-eurodrive.com.my

Mexico 
Phone +52 442 1030-300  
Fax +52 442 1030-301 
scmexico@seweurodrive.com.mx

Netherlands 
Phone +31 10 4463-700 
Fax +31 10 4155-552 
info@sew-eurodrive.nl

New Zealand 
Phone +64 9 2745627 
Fax +64 9 2740165 
sales@sew-eurodrive.co.nz

Norway 
Phone +47 69 241-020 
Fax +47 69 241-040 
sew@sew-eurodrive.no

Peru 
Phone +51 1 3495280 
Fax +51 1 3493002 
sewperu@sew-eurodrive.com.pe

Poland 
Phone +48 42 6765300 
Fax +48 42 6765345 
sew@sew-eurodrive.pl

Portugal  
Phone +351 231 20 9670 
Fax +351 231 20 3685 
infosew@sew-eurodrive.pt

Russia  
Phone +7 812 3332522 
Fax +7 812 3332523 
sew@sew-eurodrive.ru

Singapore  
Phone +65 68621701 
Fax +65 68612827 
sewsingapore@sew-eurodrive.com

Slovakia  
Phone +421 2 33595202 
Fax +421 2 33595200 
sew@sew-eurodrive.sk

South Africa  
Phone +27 11 248-7000 
Fax +27 11 494-3104 
info@sew.co.za

South Korea  
Phone +82 31 492-8051 
Fax +82 31 492-8056 
master.korea@sew-eurodrive.com

Spain  
Phone +34 94 4318470 
Fax +34 94 4318471 
sew.spain@sew-eurodrive.es

Sweden  
Phone +46 36 344200 
Fax +46 36 344280 
info@sew-eurodrive.se

Switzerland  
Phone +41 61 41717-17 
Fax +41 61 41717-00 
info@imhof-sew.ch

Thailand 
Phone +66 38 454281 
Fax +66 38 454288 
sewthailand@sew-eurodrive.com

Turkey 
Phone +90 262 999 1000-04 
Fax +90 262 999 1009 
sew@sew-eurodrive.com.tr

Ukraine  
Phone +380 56 370 3211 
Fax +380 56 372 2078 
sew@sew-eurodrive.ua

Uruguay  
Phone +598 2 21181-89 +90 
Fax +598 2 21181-89 +90 
sewuy@sew-eurodrive.com.uy

USA  
Phone +1 864 439-7537 
Fax +1 864 439-7830 
cslyman@seweurodrive.com

Venezuela  
Phone +58 241 832-9804 
Fax +58 241 838-6275 
ventas@sew-eurodrive.com.ve

How we’re driving the world

SEW-EURODRIVE GmbH & Co KG
P.O.Box 30 23
76642 Bruchsal/Germany
Phone +49 7251 75-0
Fax +49 7251 75-1970
sew@sew-eurodrive.com

i www.sew-eurodrive.com
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